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"  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge  being  neces- 
sary to  good  government  and  the  happiness 
of  mankind,  schools  and  the  means 
of  education  shall  forever 
be  encouraged." 

Art.  9,  Sec.  1,  Constitution  of  North  Carolina 


Errata 
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Cost  new  house  District  Xo.  8,  P.  Grove,  $389.98. 
Total  cost  all  new  buildings,  1901-1909,  $32,983.76. 

pagp;  25. 

Total  funds  Selma  Gr.  Schools,  1908-1909, 
$3,483.06. 

Total  Wilson's  Mills  High  School,  1908-1909, 
$2,253.98. 

App.  General  funds  Benson,  exclusive  of  High 
School  app.,  1908-1909,  $570.00. 

Special  Tax  Smithfield  Gr.  School,  1908-1909, 
$2.798.37- 

App.  General  funds.  W.  &  C.  Gr.  School,  1908- 1909, 
$1,120.00.  A  'j 

Total  General  and  Special,  W.  &  C.  School,  1908- 
1909,  $3,918.37. 

Total  funds,  all  sources,  in  Special  Tax  Districts. 
$18,572.32. 

PAGE  27. 

Total  white  enrollment  of  County  was  73  per  cent, 
of  census. 

packs  29  and  30. 

Average  attendance  of  entire  school  in  District  No. 
1.  Banner,  was  138;  in  District  Xo.  8,  Ingrams,  136. 
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J.  C.  Scarboro,  Chairman. 
B.  W.  Hatcher  H.  N.  Bizzeu. 
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BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  ELECTED  IN  1909 
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COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS 
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Board  of  Education  1901-1909 


John  Stephenson  *John  W.  Wood 

John  W.  Wood  resigned  in  1908;  succeeded  by  J.  J.  Rose  December  1,  1908. 


Annual  Report 


To  the  People  of  Johnston  County. 


In  behalf  of  the  County  Board  of  Education 
and  the  County  Superintendent  of  Schools  a  con- 
densed report  of  the  educational  work  of  the  County 

is  herein  set  forth. 
This  first  published 
annual  report  is  in- 
tended to  give  some 
facts  of  school  his- 
tory, especially  as 
made  in  the  years 
1901-1909,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  summary 
report  for  the  pres- 
ent year.  Such  re- 
view is  due  the  re- 
tiring Board  of  Ed- 
ucation as  showing 
its  work  in  the  pe- 
riod of  the  educa- 
tional awakening  in 
the  County  ;  it  will 
serve  also,  in  some 
degree,  as  a  basis 
for  the  Dew  Board 
to  begin  its  work 
upon ;  and  further, 
it  is  due  all  the  people  to  have  in  printed  form  a  report 
showing  the  various  steps  of  progress  in  school  work. 

That  the  people  had  confidence  in  the  retiring 
Board  is  attested  by  its  long  and  harmonious  tenure 
of  office.    The  work  of  this  Board  has  been  approved 


/.  P.  Caiiaday 
Superintendent  1906-1909.  Re-elected 
July  5,  1909,  by  the  new  Board 
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by  the  people  and  deserves  some  notice.  Mr.  W.  F. 
Gerald,  continuously  elected  chairman  for  sixteen  years, 
will  ever  occupy  an  unique  position  among  the  educa- 
tional leaders  of  Johnston  County.  His  ready  dis- 
patch of  business,  his  fairness  to  all,  and  his  keen  in- 
sight in  the  financial  conditions  of  the  County  well 
fitted  him  for  executive  officer.  This  place  was  con- 
ceded to  him  by  his  co-workers,  these  being  for  the 
past  ten  years  Messrs.  John  Stephenson  and  John  W. 
Wood. 

The  retiring  Board,  at  sacrifice,  co-operated  long 
and  well  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  schools.  It  was 
aggressive,  but  conservative,  ever  deeming  that  sub- 
stantial progress  could  not  be  carried  beyond  the 
wishes  of  the  people.  The  department  of  education  has 
been  well  managed  all  along,  and  much  progress  has 
been  made,  but  taking  for  a  starting  point  the  year 
1903,  when  the  principal  building  era  began,  the  retir- 
ing Board  showed  much  wisdom.  A  glance  at  the 
progress  made  shows  that  Johnston  shared  with  its 
sister  counties  in  the  educational  awakening. 

The  general  school  funds  from  County  and  State 
in  1903  were  only  $26,170.88  (not  including  balance 
of  $3,077.09  from  previous  year)  ;  the  school  census 
was  11,513.  The  County  contains  110  white,  and  37 
colored  districts.  To  provide  a  four  months'  school 
term  each  year,  and  to  meet  the  increasing  demands 
for  building  funds,  required  foresight  and  rigid  econ- 
omy. Up  to  the  date  mentioned  there  were  a  few  good 
high  school  buildings,  but  in  the  main  the  school- 
houses  over  the  County  were  wretched.  The  entire 
valuation  of  public  school  property  in  1903  was  only 
$20,164.00.  From  the  year  1903  to  1909  forty-two 
schoolhouses  were  erected  on  the  State  plan,  and  the 
total  value  of  school  property  in  1909,  including  the 
graded  schools,  was  $52,515.00.    To  aid  in  building 
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during  the  next  five  years  there  were  borrowed  in  all 
from  the  State  Loan  Fund  $8,075.00. 

School  interests  took  on  new  life  in  many  ways. 
Nineteen  districts  in  town  and  country  voted  special 
school  taxes,  the  funds  arising  from  this  source  in  1908 
in  these  districts  being  $10,478.21.  Three  public  high 
schools  were  established  in  1907.  Thirty  original  and 
ten  supplementary  libraries  were  put  in  the  schools. 
The  general  school  fund  increased  each  year,  the 
amount  in  1908- 1909  being  $30,890.10.  In  addition  to 
this  the  nineteen  special  tax  districts  paid  $10,478.21, 
as  above  noted.  Teachers  were  paid  better  salaries. 
The  total  balance  of  funds  left  by  the  retiring  Board 
to  the  County  on  July  1st,  1909,  was  $8,595.89. 

Truly,  whatever  progress  has  been  made  in  educa- 
tion has  been  made  through  movements  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  the  work  of  the  Board  was  to  direct,  and  it  did 
its  work  well. 

It  should  be  noted  here  that  no  report  of  Johnston 
County  schools,  looking  in  the  past  history,  would  be 
complete  without  some  mention  of  the  great  work 
done  by  Ex-Superintendent  Ira  T.  Turlington.  On 
October  1st,  1906,  he  resigned  to  become  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Smithfield  Graded  School.  For  a  quarter 
of  a  century  he  has  labored  for  the  educational  up- 
building of  his  native  county.  Previous  to  his  resig- 
nation he  continuously  filled  the  office  of  County  Su- 
perintendent for  twenty-two  years,  teaching  also  ex- 
cept for  the  last  three  years.  The  people  will  readily 
admit  that  educational  progress  in  the  county  has  been 
largely  of  his  planning.  His  long  and  successful  ca- 
reer makes  him  the  leading  educator  in  John- 
ston County. 

I,  as  your  present  County  Superintendent,  came 
into  office  on  October  1st,  1906.  My  election  came 
almost  as  a  surprise.    I  had  not  sought  the  office,  but 
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considered  the  position  as  the  greatest  honor  of  my 
life.  Born  and  reared  in  the  county  I  have  felt  a  spe- 
cial pride  in  serving  the  people.  I  gratefully  acknowl- 
edge my  thanks  for  much  help  rendered  me  by  Ex- 
Superintendent  Turlington.  His  aid  has  been  incal- 
culable in  many  respects,  and  he  has  given  it  freely. 

Many  thanks  are  also  due  the  retiring  Board  of 
Education  by  me  for  its  kind  indulgence  and  aid  given 
me. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  I  had  taught  in  the  county 
in  various  places,  the  last  six  years  being  in  Benson 
Academy.  I  felt  unequal  to  the  great  responsibilities 
of  County  Superintendent,  but  always  delighting  in 
school  work  I  tried  to  do  it  well.  I  am  sure  I  have 
made  mistakes,  but  my  whole  purpose  has  been  for  the 
progress  of  education  in  my  county.  Having  to  learn 
the  various  duties,  and  coming  into  office  while  the 
building  interest  was  at  its  height,  I  have  had  to  put 
forth  my  best  efforts  and  often  to  act  in  haste. 

During  my  term  of  service  twenty-two  school- 
houses  (mostly  rural)  have  been  erected;  five  districts 
have  voted  special  school  tax ;  twelve  original  and  eight 
supplementary  libraries  have  been  added.  A  successful 
Institute  of  three  weeks  was  conducted ;  three  public 
high  schools  have  been  added  to  our  educational  sys- 
tem. An  active  teachers'  association  has  done  much 
to  unify  the  work  of  the  schools. 

And  now  I  wish  to  thank  the  people  for  their  kind- 
ness and  ready  co-operation.  The  committee  have  aid- 
ed me  very  much.  The  teachers  are  alive  to  their  great 
work  in  the  school  among  the  children.  Many  ha\e 
made  splendid  efforts  in  betterment  work  in  their 
schools.  Very  many  have  attended  the  teachers'  asso- 
ciations promptly ;  quite  all  attended  one  session  of  the 
teachers'  Institute  held  in  the  summer  of  1908  at  Four 
Oaks,  Clayton  or  Smithfield. 
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The  new  County  Board  of  Education  is  composed 
of  men  of  intelligence,  ability  and  business  experience. 
They  are  all  great  friends  to  education,  and  the  people 
of  the  county  look  forward  to  an  aggressive  admin- 
istration. They  are  at  heart  for  the  education  of  all 
the  children, 

Messrs.  W.  G.  Wilson  and  Geo.  F.  Woodard  led  in 
the  establishment  in  their  respective  districts  of  large 
special  tax  schools  at  Wilson's  Mills  and  Princeton, 
and  in  the  building  and  equipping  of  two  of  the  best 
schoolhouses  in  the  county.  Mr.  J.  J.  Rose  represents 
the  populous  southern  section  of  the  county.  He  is 
a  great  friend  to  education ;  he  is  one  of  the  large  and 
progressive  farmers  of  his  section,  who  has  educated 
his  own  children;  he  has  studied  rural  conditions  and 
knows  the  needs  of  the  country  schools.  In  the  selec- 
tion of  the  members  of  the  new  County  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation the  people  are  to  be  congratulated  as  no  better 
qualified  men  could  have  been  found  in  the  county 
than  those  who  compose  the  new  Board. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  CAN  AD  AY. 

Smithfield,  N.  C,  July  5,  1909. 
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School  Buildings  Erected  Since  1901 


(Only  a  small  number  of  cuts  are  given,  the  object 
being  to  show  the  different  types  of  buildings.) 


Educational  progress  in  Johnston  County  has  shown 
itself  especially  in  better  school  buildings.  The  total 
value  of  all  school  property  in  1901  was  only  $16,420; 
in  1909  it  is  $52,515.  This  makes  a  good  showing. 
It  is  not  claimed,  however,  that  Johnston  has  many 


Elevation,  old,  District  No.  2 

elegant  or  expensive  school  buildings,  for  it  has  not. 
It  must  be  admitted  that  with  the  general  school  fund, 
only  slightly  more  than  enough  for  a  four  months' 
school,  the  wonder  is  how  so  much  building  could  have 
been  done.  The  building  movement  started  in  the 
towns  and  then  spread  through  the  rural  districts. 

Most  of  the  new  buildings  are  complete,  being 
ceiled,  painted,  and  provided  with  vestibules  and  cloak- 
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rooms.  Yet,  many  of  the  rural  buildings  are  not  fin- 
ished completely  or  painted.  All  of  the  new  buildings 
are  constructed  on  plans  approved  by  the  State  Super- 
intendent. They,  therefore,  have  the  required  dimen- 
sions, proper  ventilation,  light,  grade  of  building  ma- 
teria], etc. 

The  Board  of  Education  from  its  reserved  fund 
paid  the  one-half  cost  of  rural  buildings  and  the  dis- 


Blevation,  new,  Dist.  No.  2 — Local  tax 

tricts  the  other  half ;  however,  the  town  districts  hav- 
ing more  expensive  structures  were  aided  not  the  one- 
half  expense,  but  what  would  be  deemed  the  equitable 
one-half  cost  of  providing  buildings  for  an  equal  num- 
ber of  rural  children. 

On  the  preceding  page  is  a  cut  of  the  old  house  in 
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Elevation,  No.  2,  white.  The  old  house  is  16  feet  wide, 
32  feet  long,  and  8  feet  from  floor  to  ceiling,  and  is 
poorly  lighted.  The  old  house  fairly  represents  about 
40  one-room  buildings  still  in  use  in  the  country  dis- 
tricts of  Johnston  County.  In  1907  the  district  voted  a 
local  tax  and  erected  Elevation  No.  2  new.  The  school 
term  has  been  much  lengthened.  Every  rural  district 
in  the  county  should  follow  the  example  and  have  a 
good  school. 


Thanksgiving  School,  Dist.  No.  1,  Oneals — Local  tax 


"A  good  schoolhouse  in  a  district  begets  a  spirit  of  self- 
reliance  that  will  have  an  elevating  influence  on  intel- 
lectual and  social  life." — Joseph  E.  Robinson,  Chairman 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Wayne  County,  N.  C. 
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Benson  Public  High  School 

"  The  public  free  schools  are  the  colleges  of  the  people ; 
they  are  the  nurseries  of  freedom;  their  establishment 
and  efficiency  are  the  paramount  duty  of  a  republic. 
The  education  of  children  is  the  most  legitimate  object 
of  taxation." — J.  L-  M.  Curry. 


No.  6,  white,  Ingrams  Township 
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This  is  a  cut  of  a  one-room  building  in  Ingrams 
Township,  erected  in  1904.  It  is  built  on  the  State 
plan,  but  like  many  others  of  our  new  buildings,  has 
no  vestibule. 

At  front  entrance  a  vestibule  would  shut  off  cold 
draughts  of  air,  and  might  be  used  also  for  cloak-room, 
etc.  Such  strict  economy  has  made  it  possible  to  do 
more  building  with  the  funds  at  command.  As  soon  as 
financial  conditions  allow,  the  houses  are  completed 
and  painted. 


Princeton,  old  (No.  10,  white),  Boon  Hill  Township 

In  1906  this  very  ordinary  village  schoolhouse  was 
displaced  by  the  new  one  which  appears  on  next  page. 
A  local  tax  now  gives  permanency  to  the  Princeton 
Graded  School. 


fifteen 


Annual  Report,  Superintendent  of  Schools 


Princeton,  new,  No.  10 — Local  tax 


To  aid  in  meeting  building  expenses  some  districts 
voted  a  special  tax;  some  borrowed  money  from  the 
State  Loan  Fund ;  thus  the  schools  were  continued  for 
four  months  or  more.  Some  districts  had  no  schools 
in  the  year  of  building,  but  used  the  apportionments 
to  meet  the  expenses. 


Four  Oaks,  old,  Dist.  No.  S,  Ingrams  Township 
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This  last  plan  of  building,  at  the  expense  of  the 
children  of  the  districts,  should  be  avoided.  In  many 
instances  the  people  in  the  districts  made  contributions 
voluntarily,  in  money,  lumber,  labor,  etc.,  in  order  to 
have  new  buildings.  Where  new  buildings  have  gone 
up  the  attendance  has  increased. 

There  are  still  many  rural  schoolhouses  needed 
to  be  built  in  the  county,  but  the  children  should  be 
kept  in  school  the  year  of  building.  The  fact  that 
7,000  white  children  in  the  rural  districts  still  are  de- 


Four  Oaks,  new,  Dist.  No.  8 — Local  tax 


"  The  taxation  that  goes  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  pub- 
lic school  is  the  very  freedom  and  liberty  of  the  peo- 
ple."— Charles  B.  Aycock. 

pendent  upon  a  four  months'  school  makes  it  impera- 
tive that  all  the  children  attend  the  full  four  months 
every  year.  Local  tax  aid  solves  this  problem  best,  as 
then  the  schools  can  continue  and  building  be  done 
also. 
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Date  of  Erection 


(Many  of  these  buildings  have  been  enlarged  since  erected) 


1901    District  No.  1,  white,  Pine  Level,  2  rooms...     $750  00 
1903    Smithfield  Graded  School,  purchased  by  Trus- 
tees. (Enlarged  since;  6  rooms  on  1st  floor; 
large  hall,  cloak-room,  auditorium,  library 
rooms.  Rated  as  City  school.  Present  value, 

$S,ooo.  First  cost,  $2,500.)   5,000  00 

1903    District  No.  3,  white,  Wilders,  1  room  bldg. .       316  00 

1903  District  No.  3,  white,  Beulah  Township,  bldg. 

purchased.  (First  cost,  $2,500;  3  rooms  on 
1st  floor,  cloak-room  and  3  rooms  on  2nd 
floor;  library  room;  present  value  $5,000; 
High  school.)    5,ooo  00 

1904  District  No.  1,  white,  Wilson's  Mills ;  now 

Public  High  school.  (Three  rooms  on  1st 
floor,  large  hall,  cloak-room  and  auditorium ; 

present  value,  $3,000.)   2,464  62 

1904    District  No.  1,  white,  Selma.  (One  room.)...       271  56 
1904    District  No.  1,  white,  Banner.  (Now  Public 
High  school;  first  cost  $1,800;  4  rooms,  hall, 
cloak-room  on  1st  floor,  auditorium,  library, 
and  society  rooms;  present  value,  $4,000.)      1,800  00 
1904    District  No.  7,  white,  Meadow.  (Two  rooms 

with  vestibule.)    395  00 

1904  District  No.  6,  white,  Ingram.  (One  room.).  .       293  46 

1905  District  No.  3,  colored,  Clayton.  (One  room.)  200  89 
1905    District  No.  10,  white,  Banner.  (Two  rooms 

and  vestibule.)    5J7  5° 

1905  District  No.  1,  white.  Meadow.  (One  room.)  252  58 
1905  District  No.  1,  white,  Boon  Hill.  (Two  rooms)  383  48 
1905    District  No.  3,  white,  Boon  Hill.  (Two  rooms 

and  vestibule.)    544  83 

1905  District  No.  1,  white,  Beulah.  (One  room.)..  310  50 
1905  District  No.  8,  white,  Beulah.  (One  room.)..  ,271  78 
1905    District  No.  9,  white,  Beulah.    (Two  rooms, 

cloak-room,  etc.)    750  00 

1905    District  No.  1,  colored,  O'Neals.  (One  room.)     .  223  00 
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J.  J.  Rose,  elected  Chairman  Board  of     Geo.  F.  Woodard,  Member  Board  of 
Education,  July  5,  1909  Education,  July  5,  1909 


1906    District  No.  2,  white,  Clayton.   (One  room 

and  vestibule.)    $350  00 

1906    District  No.  2,  white  Meadow.  (Two  rooms 

and  vestibule.)    450  00 

1906  District  No.  3,  white,  Meadow.  (One  room.)  297  34 
1906  District  No.  5,  white,  Meadow.  (One  room.)  278  75 
1906    District  No.  10,  white,  Ingrams.  (One  room.)       306  44 

1906  District  No.  10,  white,  Boon  Hill.  (Four  r'ms 

on  1st  floor,  library,  hall,  auditorium,  cloak- 
rooms.)   3,156  95 

1907  District  No.  3,  white,  Clayton.   (One  room 

and  vestibule.)    476  78 

1907    District  No.  2,  white,  Cleveland.  (One  room 

and  vestibule.)    312  50 

1907    District  No.  3,  white,  Cleveland,  One  room 

and  vestibule.)    410  00 

1905    District  No.  2,  colored,  O'Neals.  (One  room.)       203  00 
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1907  District  No.  2,  white,  Bentonsville.  (Cner'm)  $333  63 
1907    District  No.  8,  white,  Ingrams.  (Four  rooms, 

2  floors  and  hall.)    2,205  11 

1907  District  No.  11,  white,  Benlah.  (One  room.)  336  35 

1908  District  No.  2,  white,  Elevation.  (Two  rooms 

and  vestibule.)    '     545  00 

1908  District  No.  8,  white,  Elevation  (Two  r'ms.)  .  400  00 
1908    District  No.   4,   white,   Bentonsville.  (Two 

rooms.)    460  00 

1908  District  No.  3,  white,  Ingrams.  (One  room.)  400  00 
1908    District  No.  1,  white,  O'Neals.  (Two  rooms 

and  vestibule.)    451  73 

1908  District  No.  6,  white,  Wilders.  (One  room.)  350  00 
1908    District  No.  5,  white,  Selma.  (One  room  and 

vestibule.)    425  00 

1908    District  No.  6,  white,  Selma.   (One  room.)..  405  00 

1908  District  No.  1,  colored,  Selma.  (One  room.)  275  00 

1909  District  No.  8,  white,  Pleasant  Grove   350  00 

Total  $33,123  78 

AID  FROM  STATE  LOAN  FUND 

Fourteen  Districts  have  been  greatly  aided  in  building  by 
borrowing  from  the  State  Loan  Fund.  The  amounts  borrowed 
are  paid  back  in  ten  annual  installments,  at  4  per  cent.,  these 
annual  installments  being  deducted  from  the  District  appor- 
tionments. 

1903  District  No.  1,  white,  Smithfield    $1,250  00 

District  No.  3,  white,  Beulah    1,250  00 

District  No.  1,  white,  Wilson's  Mills    1,000  00 

District  No.  6,  white,  Ingrams    ,   125  00 

District  No.  3,  white,  Wilders    150  00 

1904  District  No.  1,  white,  Banner    500  00 

1905  District  No.  1,  white,  Banner,  (2nd  loan)  .  . .      300  00 

1906  District  No.  10,  white,  Boon  Hill    1,200  od 

District  No.  8,  white,  Ingrams    750  00 

1907  District  No.  2,  white,  Clayton    175  co 

District  No.  10,  white,  Boon  Hill   (  2nd  loan)       350  00 

1908  District  No.  8,  white,  Ingrams  2nd  loan) ....      500  oo 

District  No.  2,  white,  Elevation    150  00 

District  No.  6,  white.  Selma    175  oo 

District  No.  6,  white,  Smithfield    10c  00 

District  No.  4,  white,  Bentonsville    100  00 

Total  borrowed  from  Loan  Fund  $8,075  °0 
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The  Special  Tax  Campaign 

The  first  school  in  the  county  to  vote,  special  tax 
under  the  general  law  was  Wilson's  Mills.  That  large 
district,  including  the  village  and  most  of  the  township, 
on  October  8,  1901,  voted  an  annual  rate  of  30  cents 
on  the  $100  valuation  of  property  and  90  cents  on  the 
poll.   By  special  act  of  the  Legislature  a  graded  school 


Wilson's  Mills  Public  High  School — First  to  vote  Local  T ax 
under  General  Law 

"  It  has  been  too  common  a  political  doctrine  that  the 
best  government  is  that  which  levies  the  smallest  taxes. 
The  future  will  modify  that  doctrine  and  teach  that  lib- 
eral taxation,  fairly  levied  and  properly  applied,  is  the 
chief  mark  of  a  civilized  people.  The  savage  pays  no 
tax."— Charles  D.  McIver. 
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was  established  at  Selma  in  the  spring  of  1901.  From 
this  date  on  other  special  tax  schools  were  voted.  Some 
of  these  were  in  districts  containing  villages  or  towns 
and  much  surrounding  territory.  Some  were  in  strictly 
rural  districts. 

The  movement  has  kept  on  until  the  number,  in- 
cluding the  graded  schools,  is  nineteen.  The  summary 
at  the  close  of  this  chapter  shows  the  year  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  each,  the  maximum  rate  voted  and  the 
amount  of  tax  in  the  school  year  1908-1909. 


Selma  Graded  School 

"  If  people  or  rulers  neglect  the  education  of  the  young, 
they  inflict  an  injury  upon  both  church  and  state;  they 
become  the  enemies  of  God  and  man;  they  advance  the 
cause  of  Satan,  and  bring  down  upon  themselves  the 
curse  of  Heaven." — Martin  Luther. 

These  schools,  in  addition  to  their  local  tax,  get 
the  general  apportionment  of  the  county  funds  also. 
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Thus,  they  are  enabled  to  have  long  terms,  and  to 
build  and  equip  elegant  schoolhouses.  While  naturally 
opposing  any  increase  of  tax,  the  people  have  seen  the 
wisdom  of  good  schools. 

The  graded  schools  are  the  means  of  giving  edu- 


Turlington  Graded  School,  SinithUcld 


"The  public  free  schools  are  the  colleges  of  the  people; 
they  are  the  nurseries  of  freedom ;  their  establishment 
and  efficiency  are  the  paramount  duty  of  a  republic.  The 
education  of  children  is  the  most  legitimate  object  of 
taxation." — J.  L.  M.  Curry. 
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cation  to  all  the  boys  and  girls  in  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages. The  local  tax  is  fast  gaining  ground  in  the 
country.  The  old  idea  that  a  four  months'  term  is 
enough  is  passing  away,  and  many  progressive  country 
districts  have  voted  local  tax,  and  as  a  result  have 
longer  terms  and  better  teachers.  The  farmers'  chil- 
dren are  thus  prepared  for  college  or  for  life  with  little 
time  lost  from  the  farm. 

The  local  tax  plan  commends  itself  to  the  rural 
districts.  It  is  the  only  means  of  providing  adequate- 
funds  for  longer  terms  and  better  teachers.  Good 
schools  make  country  life  more  attractive. 

Fourteen  local  tax  districts  were  established  under 
former  County  Superintendent  I.  T.  Turlington.  Since 
retiring  from  the  office  he  is  due  many  thanks  for 
continuing  to  aid  in  the  campaign  for  school  taxes. 
State  Superintendent  J.  Y.  Joyner  has  aided  much  by 
numerous  addresses  and  by  documents  and  literature. 
Thanks  are  acknowledged  for  valuable  services  ren- 
dered in  this  work  by  J.  R.  Williams,  Esq.,  County 
Superintendent  Zeb  V.  Judd,  of  Wake,  and  to  Mr.  R. 
D.  W.  Conner  and  others. 

The  local  tax  schools  have  taken  the  place  of  the 
former  high  schools  and  academies.  Formerly,  the 
private  high  schools  at  Smithfield,  Selma,  Kenly  and 
Clayton,  and  other  places,  served  a  great  purpose. 
They  prepared  the  boys  and  girls  for  college,  and 
trained  teachers  for  the  public  schools,  and  rivaled 
each  other  in  the  excellent  work  done.  The  Princi- 
pals of  these  private  schools  often  lost  financially,  and 
thus  permanency  of  the  schools  was  uncertain. 

Many  were  not  able  to  pay  tuition  and  their  chil- 
dren could  not  attend  school,  but  now  the  local  tax  is 
a  certain  basis  financially  for  employing  a  good  force 
of  teachers  for  eight  or  nine  months  each  year  and  the 
school  is  free  to  all.  The  towns  in  the  county  have 
solved  the  school  problem  by  voting  local  tax. 
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In  the  scholastic  year  1908- 1909  of  those  who 
taught  in  the  county  there  were  144  white  teachers, 
of  whom  47  were  males  and  97  were  females.  There 
were  109  white  schools  taught.  18  of  these  being  aided 
by  local  tax. 

Two  of  the  schools,  Selma  and  Smithfield,  rank  as 
City  Graded  Schools  ;  three  of  them,  Kenly.  Wilson's 
Mills  and  Benson,  were  public  State  High  Schools. 
These  schools,  with  Princeton  and  Four  Oaks  Graded 
School,  and  the  private  high  schools  of  Pine  Level  and 
Clayton,  continue  for  eight  to  nine  months  each  year. 
They  employed,  in  all.  38  teachers,  paying  Superin- 
tendents and  Principals  from  $50  to  more  than  $100 
per  month,  and  Assistants  from  $30  to  $45  per  month. 
Other  local  tax  districts  had  long  terms. 

While  there  has  been  much  progress,  yet  a  glance 
at  the  table  will  show  that  60  of  the  schools  continued 
only  80  days;  11  (excluding  local  tax  schools)  contin- 
ued more  than  80  days:  17  schools,  mainly  because  of 
building,  had  less  than  80  days  school.  Districts  build- 
ing not  included,  all  districts  not  aided  by  local  tax 
averaged  80  days.  It  may  be  said  that  19  local  tax 
districts  continued  from  100  to  180  days,  and  that  91 
non-local  tax  districts  continued  school  80  days  in  the 
year.  That  is  to  say,  that  of  our  total  white  school 
population  of  10,195  only  3,000  have  access  to  local 
tax  schools,  and  that  7.195  have  access  to  only  four 
months'  terms. 

These  7,195  children  are  in  the  rural  districts. 
Five   townships,  namely.  Cleveland,    Pleasant  Grove, 


twenty-six 


Johnston  County,  North  Carolina 


Meadow,  Bentonsville  and  Pine  Level,  still  have  no 
local  tax  schools.  In  four  other  townships  there  is 
only  one  local  tax  school  to  the  township.  (Clayton 
No.  i — town  and  district — on  August  ioth,  cast  168 
votes  for  local  tax  and  only  7  votes  against  it,  at  the 
time  this  report  goes  to  press.) 

While  our  county  has  made  much  progress  in  build- 
ing, and  in  voting  19  local  tax  schools,  these  funds, 
amounting  annually  to  above  $10,000,  still  the  fact 
remains  that  seven  out  of  ten  of  the  children  have  to 
depend  upon  four  months'  school.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  at  least  there  should  be  in  every  township  one  or 
more  long  term  schools  in  which  the  higher  branches 
can  be  taught. 

Facing  these  facts  the  people  should  think  for  the 
better.  As  compared  with  the  year  1901,  the  average 
length  of  the  term  in  the  county  for  the  whites  was 
18.54  weeks.  The  average  salary  of  white  teachers 
was  $27.93 — males  $28.96  and  females  $26.97.  In  1908- 
1909  the  average  price  of  male  teachers  in  strictly 
rural  schools  was  $35.00  ;  female  teachers,  $33.75;  or 
general  average  salary  of  $34.37.  This  is  an  advance 
in  price  for  white  teachers  of  $6.44  in  rural  districts. 
Not  only  should  the  monthly  salary  advance,  but  the 
term  should  be  lengthened. 

In  1 908- 1909,  out  of  a  total  white  school  popula- 
tion of  10,195,  the  teachers'  reports  showed  that  7,510 
were  enrolled  in  the  schools.  This  was  73  per  cent,  of 
the  total  enrollment.  The  average  attendance  was 
4,246,  or  41  per  cent.  The  gain  in  average  attendance 
for  the  county  over  the  previous  year  was  above  6 
per  cent. 
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OUR  SCHOOLS  AND  TEACHERS  (\vm-gO— 1908-1909 
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No.    8   J.  H.  Broadwell                         76  70  59  31 

No.    9   J.  N.  Wiggs  (a)                        95  159  143  94 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Wiggs  (b)  

No.  11    Kezzie  Peedin                            80  90  74  33 


Oneals  Township 


No. 

1 

C.  M.  Altman  (a)   

...  78 

89 

81 

45 

Aram  Earp  (b)   

No. 

2 

Bertie  Jones   

80 

61 

54 

35 

No. 

3 

H.  V.  Rose  (a)   

80 

125 

96 

36 

Anna  Underwood  (b) 

No. 

4 

Laura  Canaday   

80 

99 

76 

3i 

No. 

5 

. . .  90 

94 

57 

34 

No. 

6 

Katie  Bailey   

80 

64 

49 

29 

No. 

7 

Lizzie  Rayford   

80 

69 

54 

3i 

No. 

8 

Myrtie  Bagley   

...  85 

121 

44 

75 

No. 

9 

E.  Liles   

...  89 

55 

34 

17 

No. 

10 

Lillie  Watson   

80 

21 

25 

16 

No. 

11 

Eva  Maddry   

80 

30 

26 

13 

Wilders  Township 


No. 

1 

Emma  Castleberry 

  75 

116 

80 

50 

No. 

2 

W.  H.  Austin   

80 

52  ^ 

52 

3i 

No. 

3 

Annie  C.  Boone   

80 

no  * 

85 

44 

No. 

4 

Mrs.  I.  W.  Hocutt 

80.. 

44 

28 

18 

No. 

5 

80 

56 

36 

21 

No. 

6 

Eula  Whitley   

m 

80 

29 

30 

16 

Wilson's  Mills  Township 

No. 

1 

J.  E.  Purcell  (a) 

  160 

175 

134 

73 

Fannie  Gray  (b)   

  160 

Louise  Finley  (c)   

  160 
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Pine  Level  Township 


No    i    W.  P.  Cameron  (a)    180 

Bessie  Deans  (b)    180 

No.    2    A.  C.  Standi    79 


u 

193 
89 


14s  71 


77 


44 


Selma  Township 


—0 


-a 


No. 
No. 


No. 
No. 


V) 


-5 


V) 

0 


ST 


ST 

I)  — 

.    *  o 

?  ^  1  No. 

>^  o 

o  < 

o       t  No. 
I  £  6  No. 

^  *  No. 
"~  -0  <U  No- 

£  ^No. 


John  R.  Woodard   

(Selma  Graded  School) 

B.  F.  Hassell  (a)   

Susie  Mountcastle  (b) 
Helen  Newbold  (c) 
Florence  FitzGerald  (d) 
Josephine  Mercer  (e)  . 

Belle  Stainback  (f)  ... 
Marie  Newland  (g)  .  .  . 
Debbie  Bailey  (Built).  . 
Cora  Edgarton  (Built)  . 


100  52  48  35 
180     459     284  201 


60 
60 


Smith-field  Township 


(Graded  School) 

I.  T.  Turlington  (a)   

Mrs.  I.  T.  Turlington  (b) . 

Mamie  Ellis  (c)   

Flossie  Abell  (d)   

Bertie  Freeman  (e)   

Elizabeth  Blackwell  (f) 

Sarah  Pipkin    100 

Lela  Dees    80 

M.  L.  Altman    80 

Cornelia  Sanders    75 

Mrs.  Liilie  h.  Johnson  (a)  .  .  60 

Lillie  Ogburn  (b)    60 

J.  A.  Batten    85 
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92 
85 


7i 

86 
82 

67 
108 


74 


54 
78 
44 
56 
96 


76  63 


175     405     283  173 


26 
46 
26 

37 

62 

23 
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COLORED  SCHOOLS  AND  TEACHERS,  1908-1909 


Clayton  Township 

p  £ 

5  <u 

ver 
ttei 
ice 

£p 

u 

w  S 

«  a 

Nn 
In  (J. 

1 

D.  A.  Standi  (a)   

257 

212 

IOT 

Louisa  E.  Bell  (b)   

No. 

2 

68 

60 

44 

24 

No. 

3 

8d 

IOO 

87 

46 

No. 

A 
t 

Anna  Watson   

93 

88 

39 

No. 

i 

Jas.  D.  Jones   

77 

QO 

76 

22 

Cleveland  Township 

l\Tr> 
IN  O. 

1 

Esther  O.  Sanders   

8d 

5  [ 

47 

20 

No. 

2 

Mollie  A.  White   

80 

97 

81 

64 

No. 

3 

Millard  Allen   

80 

60 

5i 

15 

Elevation  'Township 

No. 

1 

Dora  M.  Brown  

80 

35 

20 

18 

No. 

2 

Lillie  Bell   

70 

4i 

21 

16 

Banner  Township 

No. 

1 

80 

59 

39 

27 

Meadozv  Tozvnship 

No. 

1 

G.  L.  F.  Williams   

80 

87 

55 

17 

Bentonsvillc  Tozvnship 

No. 

1 

Jackie  E.  Haywood   

75 

53 

47 

37 

No. 

2 

Lulu  N.  Cox   

8d 

79 

49 

24 

Ingrams  Township 

No. 

1 

Adel  Mitchiner   

80 

24 

18 

14 

No. 

2 

Nancy  Arrington   

70 

5i 

30 

22 

Boon  Hill  Township 

No. 

1 

79 

37 

35 

20 

No. 

2 

Charity  Bass   

83 

So 

49 

16 

No. 

3 

Delia  A.  Wlntlev   

81 

101 

74 

49 

Beulah  Township 

No. 

1 

John  W.  Mitchiner   

73 

100 

68 

3i 

No. 

2 

Effie  M.  Woodard  (part)  .... 

50 

.  61 

47 

26 
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.2 

Oneals  Township   c  M 

ensus 

nroll- 

ent 

verage 
ttend- 
lce 

U 

ttg 

No. 

i 

C.  C.  Lewis    8o 

99 

98 

42 

T\Tn 

2 

64 

40 

35 

No 

6 

T    T?  TTorntt 

74 

72 

40 

Wilders  Township 

No. 

I 

Pollie  Avera    8o 

OA 
OVj 

04 

,54 

No. 

2 

57 

68 

37 

No. 

8 

81 

52 

46 

Wilson's  Mills  Township 

No. 

i 

148 

107 

66 

Flora  Smith  (b)   

Pine  Level  Township 

No. 

i 

Rosa  B.  Vinson    90 

68 

50 

27 

Selma  Township 

No. 

i 

52 

34 

16 

No. 

2 

W.  S.  King   

272 

Smithiield  Township 

No. 

I 

. .   120 

293 

197 

135 

No. 

2 

Mazie  E.  Byrd    81 

145 

89 

44 

No. 

3 

119 

48 

21 

No. 

4 

Louisa  E.  Smith    75 

61 

45 

20 

No. 

5 

73 

54 

42 

No. 

6 

75 

63 

26 
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Record  of  Rural  Libraries  in  Johnston 
County,  Wilsons  Mills  Being 
the  First  One 

Thirty  original  libraries  having  been  taken,  under  the  law 
no  other  can  be  granted  before  191 1.    Interest  in  libraries  in- 


creases each  year. 

1900-1902    Dist.  No.  1,  white,  Wilson's  Mills    131 

Dist.  No.  3,  white,  Smithfield,  Sup.  1909    113 

Dist.  No.  4,  white,  Bentonsville    94 

Dist.  No.   1,  white,  Ingrams   84 

Dist.  No.  1,  white,  Wilders    85 

Dist.  No.  5,  white,  Cleveland    95 

1902-1904   Dist.  No.  11,  white,Beulah    85 

Dist.  No.  1,  white,  Bentonsville    99 

Dist.  No.  1,  white,  Elevation,  Sup.  1909    176 

Dist.  No.  1,  white,  Oneals,  Sup.  1909    115 

Dist.  No.  3,  white,  Beulah  2nd  Sup.  1909   405 

Dist.  No.  7,  white,  Beulah    84 

1904-1906    Dist.  No.   1,  white,  Clayton,  Sup.  1908    225 

Dist.  No.  1,  white,  Banner,  Sup.  1907    125 

Dist.  No.  6,  white,  Mieadow    88 

Dist.  No.  2,  white,  Bentonsville    84 

Dist.  No.  3,  white,  Boon  Hill    84 

Dist.  No.  1,  white,  Pine  L,evel    81 

1906- 1908    Dist.  No.  8,  white,  Oneals    84 

Dist.  No.  10,  white,  Banner,  ,  Sup.  1909    107 

Dist.  No.  3,  white,  Selma,  Sup.  1907    100 

Dist.  No.  3,  white,  Wilders,   85 

Dist.  No.  9,  white,  Oneals,  Sup.  1909    124 

Dist.  No.  7,  white,  Pleasant  NGrbve    82 

1909        Dist.  No.  10,  white,  Boon  Hill    93 

Dist.  No.  8,  white,  Ingrams    84 

Dist.  No.  3,  white,  Meadow   84 

Dist.  No.  4,  white,  Meadow    84 

Dist.  No.  6,  white,  Wilders   84 

Dist.  No.  2,  white,  Cleveland    84 

Smithfield  Graded  School,  not  rural   520 

Total  3,868 
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Our  Public  High  Schools 

In  the  distribution  of  public  high  schools  Johnston 
County  was  deemed  to  be  entitled  to  three  (or  equal) 
secondary  high  schools.  These  schools  each  get  an- 
nually $250  from  the  State,  $250  from  the  county,  and 
$250  from  the  districts  respectively,  making  a  total  of 
$750  to  each  for  high  school  instruction. 


Kcnly  Public  High  School 

"  The  need  of  the  rural  library  must  be  apparent  to  all 
that  are  familiar  with  country  school  methods.  Read- 
ing is  the  magic  key  to  all  our  storehouses  of  intellectu- 
al wealth ;  it  is  the  basis  of  all  education.'' — Clarence 
H.  PoE. 

The  schools  were  located  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion in  October,  1907,  at  Benson,  Kenly  and  Wilson's 
Mills.    As  to  locations  geographically  convenient  to 
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all  parts  of  the  county,  no  better  places  could  have 
been  selected.  Already  these  villages  were  included 
in  large  special  tax  districts  and  provided  with  ample 
school  buildings. 

With  Professors  S.  G.  Rollings  as  principal  at  Ken- 
ly,  J.  L.  McLean  at  Wilson's  Mills,  and  L.  T.  Royal  at 
Benson,  and  their  able  assistants,  still  greater  progress 
is  expected.  It  is  intended  by  these  schools  to  erect 
dormitories  for  the  convenience  of  boarding  pupils  as 
a  further  establishment  of  the  schools.  Already  there 
has  grown  up  a  healthy  spirit  of  rivalry  between  these 
schools  as  is  seen  in  the  debating-  and  ball  contests. 

These  excellent  schools  are  free  and  open  to  every 
pupil  sufficiently  advanced  to  take  the  high  school 
studies. 
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The  Johnston  County  Teachers' 
Association 


In  addition  to  township  meetings  the  teachers  from 
time  to  time  have  met  in  County  Associations.  Vari- 
ous plans  have  been  followed  in  the  meetings,  yet  each 
plan  had  a  definite  aim.  Class  exhibits  from  the  dif- 
ferent grades  were  made  a  special  feature  in  the  year 
1 907- 1908.  This  plan  is  now  followed  by  many  teach- 
ers in  their  schools.  The  Association  met  once  a 
month  and  unless  bad  weather  prevented  the  attend- 
ance was  good. 

Below  are  some  of  the  programs: 

Smithfieed,  November  2. 

1.  How  to  Teach  Long  Division  L.  T.  Royall 

2.  How  to  Teach  Subtraction  of  Fractions,—* 

Miss  Bettie  Lee  Sanders 

3.  School  Journals  as  Aids  to  Teachers, — 

Miss  Kate  Edmundson 

4.  Teaching  Reading  in  the  Third  Grade, — 

Miss  Emma  Matthews 

5.  Music  in  Public  Schools  R.  T.  Teague 

6.  Betterment  Associations  Miss  Bessie  Whitaker 

Smithfieed,  December  7- 

1.  First  Grade  Work  Mrs.  I.  T.  Turlington 

2.  Betterment  Associations  Miss  Bessie  Whitaker 

3.  Teaching  Numbers  in  Third  Grade  Miss  Mamie  Ellis 

4.  Geography  Teaching;  Map  Drawing, — 

Miss  Jennie  Baucom 

5.  Language  Work  in  Fourth  and  Fifth  Grades, — 

Miss  Emma  Matthews 

6.  How  to  Secure  Attendance  and  Punctuality  of  Pupils, — 

J.  R.  Williams 
I.  T.  Tureington,  Chairman. 
L.  T.  Royaee,  Secretary. 
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These  meetings  were  held  once  a  month  and  much 
good  was  accomplished. 

On  December  19,  1908,  a  meeting  of  the  Johnston 
County  teachers  was  held  to  review  by  way  of  Con- 
test Hill's  School  History  of  North  Carolina.  The 
fifty  chapters  were  assigned  out  in  sections  of  ten 
chapters  each.  For  lack  of  time  the  questions  were 
asked  only  in  part. 

First  ten,  L.  T.  Royall. 

Second  ten,  S.  G.  Rollings. 

Third  ten,  J.  E.  Purcell. 

Fourth  ten,  B.  H.  Carraway. 

Fifth  ten,  B.  F.  Hassell. 

The  special  object  sought  in  this  program  was  to 
arouse  more  interest  in  North  Carolina  history. 

On  March  13,  1909,  a  special  program  on  Agri- 
culture was  carried  out.  Dr.  F.  L.  Stevens  addressed 
the  teachers  on  this  occasion.  Very  great  interest  was 
shown  by  the  teachers,  many  excellent  papers  being 
presented.  The  special  object  of  this  program  was  to 
arouse  more  interest  in  the  teaching  of  agriculture 
in  the  schools. 
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Literay,  Educational  and  Social 


For  popular  social  gatherings  no  place  is  better 
than  the  schoolhouse.  Many  of  our  school  officers 
and  teachers  recognize  this  fact.  The  schoolhouse 
should  be  the  center  of  interest  in  the  community  the 
year  round.  Not  only  should  every  community  have 
a  library  that  will  keep  the  children  reading  all  the 
year,  but  there  should  be  elevating  moral  and  literary 


Clayton  High  School — Voted  Local  Tax  Aug.  10,  1909 

"  The  people's  school  in  a  state,  a  county  or  a  com- 
munity can  be  no  better  than  the  people's  desire  and 
decree.  Upon  the  people  themselves  must  largely  rest 
the  responsibility  of  making  the  schools  what  they 
ought  to  be,  and  to  the  people  themselves  largely  belong 
the  discredit  of  what  they  are." — J.  Y.  Joyner,  State 
Superintendent. 
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functions  also.  The  schoolhouse  is  for  things  educa- 
tional. 

Well  conducted  reading  circles  and  debating  so- 
cieties are  schools  within  themselves.  They  are  a  con- 
tinuous source  of  light  and  uplift  to  the  youth  of  a 
community. 

Committeemen  are  strong  friends  to  education  and 
will  allow  the  houses  to  be  used  in  any  way  they  deem 
best  for  the  interest  of  the  cause  of  education.  They 
have  the  right,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  prohibit  any 
meeting  of  a  disorderly  or  debasing  tendency  at  the 
schoolhouses  under  whatever  name.  Damage  to  school 
property  should  be  made  good  by  the  offender. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  that  in  many  localities  the 
schoolhouses  are  the  centers  of  attraction  for  educa- 
tional gatherings  of  the  young.  School  officers  and 
teachers,  and  fathers  and  mothers,  aid  in  making  the 
meetings  educational  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  term. 
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Betterment  Report  Johnston  County 
School  1908-1909 


Below  can  be  found  the  reports  of  Betterment 
work  by  the  schools  of  Johnston  County  for  the  year 
1908-1909.  Names  of  teachers  and  number  of  dis- 
tricts are  given  respectively.  The  money  was  raised 
for  most  part  by  "  Box  Parties"  and  entertainments. 
Teachers  sold  ice  cream,  fruits,  confections,  etc.  Some 
collections  were  taken.  The  money  was  expended  in 
the  districts  for  the  betterment  of  the  schools  for  the 
purposes  named. 

Miss   Cora   Sasser,  District   No.    1,   white,  Beulah 


($12.95  not  reported  in  1908,  and  $14.32  in  1909) 

school  desks    $27  17 

Miss  Mary  L.  Dunn,  District  No.  3,  white,  Meadow, 

for  library  and.  book-case   17  23 

E.  Liles,  District  No.  9,  white,  Oneals,  Sup.  Lib.  and 

book-case    12  51 

Lona  Edgarton,  District  No.  1,  white,  Bon  Hill,  on 

painting  and  ceiling  house   32  00 

Hepsie  Hudson,  District  No.  4,  white,  Meadow,  for  li- 
brary   10  00 

R.  H.  Higgins,  District  No.  2,  white,  Elevation,  on 

Sup.  Library    4  15 

Julian  Godwin,  District  No.   10,  white,  Banner,  on 

Sup.  Library    2  50 

Katie  Bailey,  District  No.  6,  white,  Oneals,  for  com- 
mencement expenses   6  50 

Eula  Whitley,  District  No.  6,  white,  Wilders,  library 

and  school  furniture   20  25 

Dora  Barber,  District  No.  2,  white,  Boon  Hill,  stove 

and  furniture    14  43 

Annie  C.  Boon,  District  No.  3,  white,  Wilders,  for 

desks    25  60 

L.  T.  Royall,  District  No.  1,  white  Banner,  by  enter- 
tertainments,  one-half  for  improvement  in  hall 
and  library,  balance  to  cred.    Total   74  20 
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School  Committee  and  Patrons,  District  No.  3,  white, 

Ingrams,  gave  on  new  building   $62  00 

School  Committee  and  Patrons,  District  No.  1,  white, 

Oneals,  lumber    85  00 

Turlington  Graded  School,  white,  Smithfield,  library 

and  decorations    20  00 

Pearl  Aycock,  Principal  Princeton,  District  No.  10, 
white,  Boon  Hill,  for  library  window  shades  and 
curtains,  book-case  and  drum   20  00 

Kenly  High  School,  District  No.  3,  white,  Beulah, 
(entertainment,  $17;  subscription,  $3),  for  fur- 
nishing recitation  room  and  library   20  oo 

Wilson's  Mills  Pub.  High  School,  J.  E.  Purcell,  en- 
tertainment on  cost  of  piano   30  00 


Total   $483  54 


Micro  School,  Local  Tax,  Beulah  No.  9 

"  The  people  have  the  right  to  the  privilege  of  educa- 
tion and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  guard  and  main- 
tain that  right." — Bill  of  Rights  in  Constitution  of  North 
Carolina. 


forty-three 


School  Committee 


Under  the  school  regulations  in  Johnston  County 
each  school  district  has  a  Board  of  three  school  com- 
mitteemen. They  employ  teachers,  and  have  general 
direction  over  the  schools  and  school  property.  Surely 
no  other  worthy  officers  are  so  poorly  paid  for  their 
services,  but  the  438  committeemen  render  a  great  ser- 
vice to  the  county.  They  should  have  the  help  and 
sympathy  of  the  community. 


Section  i  (of  law  in  part).  Whenever  it  shall  ap- 
pear from  the  certificate  of  the  county  superintendent 
of  public  instruction  of  any  county  that  the  enrollment 
in  any  schol  district  in  said  county  for  the  preceding 
school  year  was  less  than  sixty  per  cent.,  or  that  the 
average  daily  attendance  upon  said  school  was  less  than 
thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  school  census  of  said  district, 
the  county  board  of  education  of  the  county  in  which 
such  school  is  located,  without  petition  or  election,  shall 
have  the  power  in  its  discretion  to  order  compulsory 
attendance  upon  such  school  under  the  provision  of 
this  act. 


Compulsory  Attendance 
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Teaching  Agriculture 


Boys'  Gorn-Gr owing  Contest 

The  State  and  National  Governments  are  making 
great  efforts  to  advance  the  study  of  agriculture  in 
the  schools.  To  aid  the  schools  practical  tests  are  made 
in  producing  actual  crops.  The  State  Agricultural 
Department,  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year 
(1909),  offered  $100  to  be  given  out  in  premiums  of 
$50,  $30  and  $20  to  the  three  boys  raising  the  highest 


Lester  Massengill,  Four  Oaks,  R.  F.  D.,  No.  2. — In  Corn- 
Growing  Contest,  June  14th 

number  of  bushels  of  corn  on  one  acre,  said  boys  being 
within  age  limits  of  12  to  17  years  and  complying  with 
the  regulations  of  the  Department.  It  was  in  response 
to  this  offer  of  premiums  by  the  State  that  efforts  were 
put  forth  to  secure  county  premiums. 

Through  Mr.  W.  M.  Sanders,  of  Smithfield,  the 
four  following  fertilizer  companies  offered  one-half 
ton  of  fertilizer  each  (8-3-3)  as  premiums:  Navassa 
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Virginia-Carolina,  Richmond  and  Swift.  Also, 
through  the  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  the 
following  cash  amounting  to  $25,  was  subscribed:  G. 
L.  Jones,  $5 ;  J.  P.  Canaday,  $5 ;  the  following  $1 
each :  h.  D.  Wharton,  W.  S.  Stevens,  W.  L  Woodall, 
T.  R.  Hood,  J.  M.  Beaty,  W.  D.  Avera,  W.  H.  Austin, 
Cotter-Underwood  Co.,  S.  C.  Turnage,  S.  T.  Honey- 
cutt,  R.  I.  Lassiter,  J.  H.  B.  Tomlinson,  Thel  Hooks, 
A.  H.  Rose,  N.  T.  Holland  and  L.  E.  Watson.  County 
premiums  will  be  awarded  to  the  three  Johnston  Coun- 


In  the  Wheat  Harvest 

ty  boys  complying  with  the  State  regulations  as  fol- 
lows : 

First  Premium,  $35  Fertilizer  (valued  at  rate  of 
$25  per  ton). 

Second  Premium,  $25  Fertilizer  and  cash. 
Third  Premium,  $15  cash. 

Responding  to  the  offers  made  by  the  State  and 
County,  seventeen  boys  signed  the  regulations  agree- 
ment and  entered  the  contest.  It  is  thought  that  this 
movement  will  bring  great  results  in  the  years  to  come. 
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Recommendations 


There  are  now  ninety  white  rural  districts  in  John- 
ston County,  containing,  by  last  year's  census,  7,195 
children  of  school  age,  that  are  dependent  upon  the 
general  County  and  State  taxes  for  education ;  hence, 
upon  annual  school  terms  of  four  months.  These  short 
terms  are  inadequate  for  the  education  of  the  children 
in  this  progressive,  enlightened  age. 

The  minimum  length  of  school  term  of  four  months 
provided  in  the  Constitution  should  not  be  made  the 
maximum  length  of  term.  To  stop  here  is  to  shut  off 
hope  of  progress.  The  door  of  hope  for  education 
should  be  open  to  the  children  in  every  rural  district. 
The  general  school  fund,  supplemented  by  a  local  tax.  * 
would  give  a  six  months'  school  to  the  rural  districts, 
as  an  average. 

Eighty  of  these  rural  schools  have  no  libraries. 
Under  the  general  law  by  which  the  county  is  allowed 
State  aid  for  establishing  six  libraries  biennially,  it 
would  require  twenty-eight  years  to  give  every  district 
a  library.    Therefore,  it  is  recommended : 

(1)  That  every  rural  district  in  the  county  vote  a 
local  tax  of  the  maximum  rate  of  30c.  on  the  $100  val- 
uation of  property  and  90c.  on  the  poll.  The  aim  should 
be  for  not  less  than  six  months'  school  in  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. 

(2)  That  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  General  As- 
sembly a  special  Library  law,  similar  to  the  Wake 
County  law,  be  enacted  for  Johnston  County,  by  which 
any  district  raising  $10  the  County  Board  of -Education 
shall  appropriate  $10  and  establish  $20  libraries,  with- 
out limit  as  to  number. 

It  is  further  recommended : 

(3)  That  all  good  schoolhouses  be  insured  against 
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damages  by  fire.  (Committee  can  get  low  rates  of 
premiums  and  can  pay  the  same  from  the  appor- 
tionments.) 

(4)  That  all  new  schoolhouses  be  painted,  if  not 
already. 

(5)  That  our  teachers  read  school  journals;  es- 
pecially all  teachers,  school  officers  and  friends  of  ed- 
ucation should  be  regular  subscribers  to  our  State 
school  organ,  "  North  Carolina  Education." 

(6)  That  our  citizens,  school  officers,  teachers  and 
legislators  all  co-operate  in  making  the  rural  schools 
better,  and  thus  solve  the  most  vital  question  before 
our  county. 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
(Scholastic  year  1908-1909) 
Receipts  and  Sources 
Balance  June  30,  1908,  General  and  Local  Tax  Fund 


brought  forward   $11,244  23 

Total  County  Funds  for  School  Year  1908- 1909   28.294  08 

Total  funds  from  State  first  $100,000   1,756  02 

for  High  Schools   750  00 

"        "        "       "      for  Libraries    90  00 

Total  private  donations   20600 

Total  Local  Taxes   10,478  21 


Total  funds  from  all  sources  $52,818  54 

Expenditures 

Total  spent  for  teachers  and  superintendents  $31699  47 

Total  spent  for  buildings  and  supplies*   8,617  42 

Total  spent  for  administration   1,648  13 

Total  spent  for  borrowed  money  repaid   57  62 

Total  transferred  to  Public  High  Schools   2,300  00 


Total  expenditures  for  all  purposes  $44,222  65 

To  balance  on  hand  (General  and  Special  Funds)  .  .  .  $8,595  89 
*  Included  in  this  item  is  installment  on  Loan  Fund,  $1,027,29 
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HOOD  BROS.--  Druggists 

Smithfield,  N.  C. 

HEADQUARTERS  FOR  SCHOOL  BOOKS  AND  ALL 
SCHOOL  SUPPLIES 

Manufacturers  of 
HOOD'S  CROUP,  COLD  AND  PNEUMONIA  REMEDY 
HOOD'S  CHILL  AND  MALARIAL  TABLETS 
HOOD'S  CORN  CURE 


Each  Preparation  is  guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  or 
Money  Refunded 

N.  B.  GRANTHAM 

Smithfield,  N.  C. 
HEAD  TO  FOOT  OUTFITTERS  FOR  MEN  AND  BOYS 


My  Shoes  are  all  Leather.  My  Clothing  needs  no  advertising 


S.  S.  HOLT 

T.  C.  JORDAN 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

JEWELER 

Smithfield,  N.  C. 

Smithfield,  North  Carolina 

FOR  PIANOS  AND 
ORGANS  SEE  US 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 
AND  SAVE  MON- 
EY. 

WE  ALSO  HAVE 
SEVERAL  GOOD 
SECOND  HAND 
INSTRUMEN TS 
WE    WILL  SELL 

CHEAP. 

COME  TO  SEE  US 
OR  WRITE 


Thornton  Music  House 

Smithfield  North  Carolina 


forty-nine 


SPIERS  BROTHERS 

"THE  LADIES'  STORE" 

DRY  GOODS,  SHOES,  NOTIONS  AND 
MILLINERY 


ALL  THE  BEST  GRADES 


"  Prevention  is  better  than  knowing  who  did  it."    Buy  where 
you  know  the  goods  are  Right 

Smithfield,  N.  C. 


The  Cotter  Stevens  Company 

Smithfield,  N.  C. 

FARM  IMPLEMENTS  GLASS 
MOWERS  PUTTY 
RAKES  HARDWARE 
BINDERS  MILL  SUPPLIES 

RIDING  CULTIVATORS   WIRE  FENCE 
PLOWS  (All  Kinds)  KOKOMO  and 

PAINTS  (Shelf  and  ELWOOD 
OILS         Heavy)  VARNISHES 

Every  article  guaranteed  to  give  satisfaction  or  money  refunded 


W.   L.  WOODALL 

Smithfield,  N.  C. 
Dealer  in 

DRY  GOODS,  NOTIONS,  MILLINERY,  BOOTS  AND 
SHOES 

Sole  Agents  for  the  Selby  Shoes  . 

THE  COTTER  UNDERWOOD  CO. 

Smithfield       -'  North  Carolina 

COTTON  BUYERS 


GENERAL  MERCHANTS,  FURNITURE, 
UNDERTAKERS,    FUNERAL    DIRECTORS  AND 
  EMBALMERS  

ELMVIEW  HOTEL,  Smithfield,  N.  C. 

C.    Z.  WHITAKER 
RATES,  $2.00  PER  DAY  CAFE  IN  CONNECTION 
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Smithfield  Hardware  Company 


KITCHEN  FURNISHERS 
JOBBERS  AND  RETAILERS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  HARDWARE 
AND  FARM  IMPLEMENTS 

SOLE  AGENTS  FOR  AMERICAN  FENCE,  SYRACUSE 
PLOWS,  DEVOE'S  PAINTS,  MAJESTIC  RANGES, 
BLUE  GRASS  TOOLS,  0.  K.  STOVES,  PRIM- 
BLE  CUTLERY,  DEERING  MOWERS, 
AND  ATKINS'  SAWS 

Opposite  Court  House  Smithfield,  N.  C. 


Insure  Your  Property  in  the 

Liverpool  and  London  and  Globe 
Insurance  Company 

THE  LARGEST,  OLDEST  AND   STRONGEST  FIRE 
INSURANCE  COMPANY  IN  THE  WORLD 

 WITH  

JAS.  H.  KIRKMAN 

THE    OLDEST    EXPERIENCED    FIRE  INSURANCE 
AGENT   IN   THE  COUNTY 

At  Smithfield  Hardware  Co.  Store 
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L.  E.  WATSON 
Everything  Good  to  Eat 
Smithfield,  N.  C. 


Johnston  s  Croup,  Cold  and  Pneumonia  Remedy 

ALWAYS    GIVES    ENTIRE  SATISFACTION 

NONE  JUST  AS  GOOD 

FOR  SALE  BY  ALL  DEALERS 

Manufactured  by  A.  S.  Johnston,  Smithfield,  N.  C. 
H.  D.  ELLINGTON 

Smithfield,  N.  C. 
AGENT  HORSE  AND  MULE  INSURANCE 
Southern  Live  Stock  Insurance  Co.,  of  High  Point 

THE  ELLINGTON  BUGGY  CO. 

Smithfield,  N.  C. 
Agents  for  Babcock,  Rock  Hill  and  Hughes  Buggies 

S.  C.  TURNAGE 

Smithfield      -       -       -       -      North  Carolina 
dealer  in 

FANCY  AND   HEAVY  GROCERIES.  COUNTRY 
PRODUCE  BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 


DAVIS  BROTHERS 

Smithfield,  North  Carolina 

The  Correct  Stores  for  Everything  in  Clothing  and 
Dry  Goods  and  Millinery 

ALWAYS  READY  TO  SERVE  YOU 
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J.  W.  BENSON 

Benson,  N.  C. 


PATENT  MEDICINES,  TOBACCOS, 
STATIONERY  AND  TOILET  ARTICLES 
CANDIES  AND  COLD  DRINKS 


SCHOOL    BOOKS    AND  SUPPLIES 


Prescription  Work  a  Specialty 


P.  B.  JOHNSON 

Benson      -  -      North  Carolina 

dealer  in 

FERTILIZERS,  WAGONS  AND  BUGGIES,  FEED  STUFF 
AND    GENERAL  SUPPLIES 
COTTON  BUYER 


J.  H.  BOON  &  SON 

Benson      -  -      North  Carolina 

dealer  in 

GROCERIES,  FERTILIZERS,  COTTON  AND 
COUNTRY  PRODUCE 


C.  T.  JOHNSON 

Benson      -  North  Carolina 

dealer  in 
GENERAL  MERCHANDISE 
COTTON,    FERTILIZERS,    VEHICLES,  ETC. 


R.  T.  SURLES 

Benson      -  North  Carolina 

dealer  in 

HEAVY    AND     FANCY  GROCERIES 
COUNTRY  PRODUCE 
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Benson  Drug  Company 

Benson  -  North  Carolina 

DEALERS  IN 

DRUGS 

DRUGGISTS'  SUNDRIES 
STATIONERY  &  TOILET  ARTICLES 
SCHOOL  BOOKS  &  SCHOOL  SUPPLIES 


A.  L.  BAREFOOT 

Benson      -  -  North  Carolina 

dealer  in 

DRY  :  GOODS  :  NOTIONS  :  HATS  :  AND  :  SHOES 
GENERAL  :  MERCHANDISE 

BUYING  COUNTRY  PRODUCE  A  SPECIALTY 


CHARLES  JOHNSON  &  BROTHER 

Benson,  N.  C. 

DEALERS     IN     GENERAL  MERCHANDISE 
COTTON   AND  FERTILIZERS 


R.  F.  SMITH 

Benson      -       -       -       -      North  Carolina 
dealer  in 

DRY   GOODS,   CLOTHING,   SHOES,   NOTIONS  AND 
MILLINERY 
GIVE  US  A  TRIAL 


J.  F.  WOODALL 

Benson      -  North  Carolina 

General  Merchant 
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J.  E.  IVEY 

Benson      -  North  Carolina 

General  Merchant 


J.  W.  WHITTENTON 

Benson,  N.  C. 
WATCHMAKER,   JEWELER   AND  OPTICIAN 


HALL  HARDWARE  CO. 

Benson,  N.  C. 
Two  Stores — Hardware  and  Furniture 

A     COMPLETE     LINE     IN     EACH  PLACE 


PRESTON  WOODALL 

Benson,  N.  C. 
THE   BIG    CASH  STORE 
DRY   GOODS,   SHOES,   HATS   AND  CLOTHING 
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ALONZO  PARRISH 

Benson      -  North  Carolina 

dealer  in 

FIRST    CLASS    MULES    AND    HORSES.  BUGGIES 
WAGONS  AND  HARNESS.  GROCERIES 
AND  FERTILIZERS 

COTTON  BUYER 


THE  GODWIN  DRUG  CO. 


A  FULL  LINE  OF  DRUGS  AND  PATENT  MEDICINES 
STATIONERY  AND  SCHOOL  BOOKS 


Pine  Level,  N.  C. 


D.  H.  SANDERS  DRUG  CO. 

Four  Oaks,  N.  C. 
HEADQUARTERS  FOR  ANYTHING  CARRIED  IN  AN 
UP-TO-DATE  DRUG  STORE 
ALSO   SCHOOL   BOOK  DEPOSITORY 

R.  S.  WELLONS 

Four  Oaks,  N.  C. 

Dealer  in  Dry  Goods,  Shoes,  Notions,  Cigars,  Snuff  and 
Tobacco.     Fruits  a  Specialty 


w.  R.  keen 

Four  Oaks        -  North  Carolina 

dealer  in 

GROCERIES  AND  GENERAL  MERCHANDISE 
Dry  Goods,  Notions,  Hats  and  Shoes 


C.  M.  &  W.  G.  WILSON 

Wilson's  Mills        -  North  Carolina 

Manufacturers  of  and  Dealers  in 
SASH,   DOORS.    BLINDS,    MOULDINGS,  BRACKETS 
And  other  building  material.  Rough  and  Dressed  Lumber 
general  merchandise 
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D.  E.  McKINNE  &  SON 

Princeton,  N.  C. 


FARMERS'  SUPPLIES 


We  Buy  Everything  That  You  Have  to  Sell 
We  Sell  Everything  That  You  Have  to  Buy 


AMERICAN    FENCE    IN    STOCK    ALL    THE  TIME 


SCHOOL  BOOKS  &  SCHOOL  SUPPLIES 
NOWELL  &  RICHARDSON 

SSEMA,  N.  C. 

GENERAL  MERCHANDISE 
Fertilisers  and  Cotton 

SELMA  MANUFACTURING  CO. 

Selma,  N.  C. 
JOBBERS   AND  RETAILERS 

Everything  in  Hardware  and  Furniture 

L.  H.  ALLRED 

ATTORNEY   AT  LAW 
Seema,  N.  C. 
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A.  G.  Cox  Manufacturing 
Company 

WINTER VILLE,  N.  C. 

"The  Pitt  County  School  Desk" 

Patented  June  8th,  1909 

LEADS  IN  ALL  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS 
WHY? 

Because  they  are  Cheap,  Comfortable  and  Durable 
Made  in  Both  Single  and  Double 

PRICES  ARE  RIGHT 
SATISFACTION  GUARANTEED 

"We  have  placed  above  350  of  these  desks  in  Johnston 
County  Schools,  in  two  seasons  past." 
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W.  M.  SANDERS 


SM1THFIELD,  N.  C. 

I  Buy  Cotton  Produce.    I  can 
Supply  Your  Needs 

I  Sell  Hardware,  Brick  and  Cement 

Dry  Goods,  Groceries  and  all  kinds  of  FER- 
TILIZERS. 

Reliable  Mules  and  Horses 

Wagons,  Buggies  and  Harness 

Agricultural  Implements 

Wire  Fencing  and  Well  Tubing 

Bagging  and  Ties 

Bagging  and  Tires 

Picking  Sacks  and  Cotton  Sheets 

Come  to  see  me.    I  can  save  you  money. 
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GEORGE  F.  WOODARD 


Princeton        -  North  Carolina 

dealer  in 

DRY  GOODS,  NOTIONS.  HATS.  SHOES.  GROCERIES. 
GENERAL  MERCHANDISE  AND  FERTILIZERS 


A.  D.  PEARCE 

Princeton        -  North  Carolina 

dealer  in 

HEAVY    AND    FANCY    GROCERIES.    FRUITS  AND 

CONFECTIONS 
Cold  Drinks  in  Season — Peanuts — Barber  Shop  in  Connection 

J.  H.  WELLONS 

Princeton.  N.  C. 
REPAIR  SHOPS 
HORSE  SHOEIXG  A  SPECIALTY 

J.  T.  EDGERTON  &  BRO. 

Kenly,  N.  C. 

HANDLERS   OF  GOOD   MERCHANDISE  AT  RIGHT 
PRICES 

DEALERS  IX   SCHOOL  BOOKS 


THE  SMITHFIELD  HERALD 

Has  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  been  standing  for 
the  best  interest  of  the  people.  All  the  local  news,  some 
State  and  general  news,  matters  pertaining  to  the  farm, 
educational  notes  and  selected  matter  fill  its  eight  pages  each 
week.  First  class  job  printing  done.  One  dollar  per  year. 
Write  for  copy. 

THE  SMITHFIELD  HERALD, 
Smithfield,  N.  C. 
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